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European School of Visual Arts (EESI, FR)

Kunsthochschule für Medien (KHM, DE)

Vilnius Academy of Arts (VDA, LT)

The Migrating Art Academies are migrating to Linz

Join the Migrating Art Academies (MigAA) as they make their way between the 2009 European Capitals of Culture, Vilnius, Linz, and Essen (Ruhrgebiet).  The next stop on the tour is Linz, Austria, between 04-07 September at the prestigious Ars Electronica media art and science festival. The participating art students, inspired by the nomadic road-trip lifestyle of Jack Kerouac, are traveling in Media-RVs (recreational camping vehicles) while researching and developing a wide range of creative projects. During four days at the festival in Linz, project participants will settle in near the Ars Electronica Center where they will introduce their research and work generated during their migration.

“Migrating Art Academies focuses on education and the strategic positioning of knowledge. This migrating project is about openness and the convergence of different creative disciplines where collaborating European educational institutions open new forms of learning practices”, - says Professor Hubertus von Amelunxen, MigAA Director, well-known contemporary philosopher on photography, and Rector of the European School of Visual Arts in Poitiers, France.

Sequence, is the title of the second leg of the MigAA creative migration.  During Sequence, projects launched in the first leg of travel to Vilnius, Lithuania are extended and more new experiences are accumulated on the road. Each day during Ars Electronica, MigAA participants will introduce non-traditional approaches to these new forms of learning. 

Beginning on Friday, 04 September, the project One Thousand Leaves -- a prototype of a virtual art academy in the internet space Second Life -- will be demonstrated. Anyone interested will be able to participate in this experimental autonomous zone by contributing directly to the development of the virtual art work. 

On Saturday, 05 September, the creative workshop GPS and Satellite-Watching will be held.  This workshop will help participants become familiar with the tools and techniques of GPS technology and locating satellites in the evening sky. The participants are  invited to engage in romantic activities and at the same time get an in-depth and heavenly view of one of the tools of globalization – satellites used for the location of objects on the earth's surface.

Sunday’s project presentation, 06 September, is Lanscape. This workshop will introduce technology for visualizing the otherwise invisible space of wireless Internet networks. The drawings coming from this project  were generated for the first time on the long road to Vilnius. 

The interactive project Binaural Soundscape Browsing, aimed at introducing the possibilities of the two-channel sound modification will be demonstrated on Monday, 07 September. This project will explore the relationship between human movement in space and in sound.

Presentation of these and other projects will be followed by the screening of several films from the academies as well as the introduction of a number of interactive sound projects and art works exploring this year's Ars Electronica theme, Human Nature. The entire program demonstrated during Sequence – the second phase of MigAA – will be streamed live on  the project’s website, http://www.migaa.eu. 

About Migrating Art Academies

The Migrating Art Academies is a joint educational project of three European higher education institutions -- the European School of Visual Arts (EESI, FR), the Kunsthochschule für Medien (KHM, DE) and the Vilnius Academy of Arts (VDA, LT).  Its primary purpose  is to research and develop a progressive model of education that combines new forms of creative practice, collaboration, and  cooperation. Students, informed by the motto “mixed reality for better education,” have the possibility to work in an autonomous space between the virtual and real worlds, as well as between their normal home environment and new, unknown places. The students will visit several European Capitals of Culture – Vilnius, Linz, and Essen (Ruhrgebiet) – and during their travels will investigate and engage  the local environment at the same time as developing creative projects in response to their experiences. The MigAA project is financed by the European Commission Culture Program 2007-2013. For more information, please, visit: http://www.migaa.eu 

Contact person: Dovilė Aleksaitė, Project Spokeswoman

E-mail address: dovile@migaa.eu; Tel: +370 673 43706 

